Youilube ana watcnes

intently as his own designs

dance across the screen.

It’s an impressive line-up of
images, showing a vibrant community of
new homes and upgraded shops and
entertainment venues.The development
is built around a waterway and takes its
inspiration from Venice.

But the plan is not for some glamorous
European location.

It’s for Attercliffe.

David, director of architect and design
firm Coda Studios Ltd, is among a group
of local business people - Attercliffe
Business Connection (ABC) - pushing
for the regeneration of Sheffield’s East
End.

They have put together the film on
YouTube to give a flavour of what could

be achieved and want thousands of

people to view it to add leverage to their
cause.

David said: “Our aim is to rebuild the
heart of Attercliffe by providing
affordable eco-friendly homes for 10,000
people. This new population will then
spur on the regeneration of business and
properties in this area. We are also
aiming to build on the sports facilities in

the area and help cement Sheffield’s ;

reputation for sport.”

He went on: “My idea for Attercliffe
was to do it like Venice - to make use of
the water that runs through it. We need
to aim high and make it something that
people can buy into and believe in.

“Sheffield has huge traffic problems
but why shouldn’t people travel in and
out of the city on waterbuses rather than
by car or road bus? It would also
revitalise the canal basin - which is
currently underused - if it became a
destination for water buses.

“There’s been criticism of the CIty
centre regeneration because it has
concentrated on apartments and not
family homes. ;

_ “In the East End, we have this fantastic

location. Attercliffe used to be a thriving

_ community with about 40,000 people.
living there.“There’s a massive shortage
of houses in the city and nationwide.
Last year saw the lowest number of
properties being built since 1947, though
there are plenty of apartments.

“What ABC particularly wants to do is -

to create a place for people to live which
will regenerate Attercliffe naturally by
attracting cafes, restaurants and other
businesses.”

David and the team have been inspired
by European models, such as
Hammarby Sjostad in Stockholm,
Sweden - a brown field development
_which transformed an old industrial and
harbour area into a modern, sustainable
neighbourhood which has already
Womes for almost 10,000
"% o & o-in_a neighbourhood and

TN «”i,.”.;ti' / deliver 9,000 homes and
RS by 2015.

2. hg force behind the ABC is
A€ lter, managing director of
" Sheffield, who has been

championing the regeneration of
Attercliffe since 2001.
He has likened the area to looking at “a

beautiful movie star who smiles at you -

but has two teeth missing. You look at
the gaps instead of thé nice pearly
whites.”

David argues that Attercliffe is the
gateway to Sheffield for anyone
approaching from the north, yet the key
things people notice are the sex shops
and dingy poster sites.

Spaces owns and operates nine
business centres in the East end and has
brought back to life some of the area’s
most iconic buildings including Attercliffe
Baths and library, the former Midland,
TSB and Yorkshire banks and the 27,000
sq ft George Shaw engineering Works
on Carlisle Street, now the G4 complex.

And David is confident that the
ambitious ABC re-development plans
can be achieved.

He said: “ABC has had a very warm
positive response from the council
leadership and we are also well
supported by the business community.

“We now need a formal regeneration
organisation backed by local and
national government and Yorkshire
Forward and other government
agencies.

“The regeneration team which could
be set up within the city development
unit needs to work to bring all the
threads together and we need to make
strategy into delivery.

“Agents and developers are queing up
to see the potential hot spots. We need
a framework to permit retail and leisure
as well as housing and business uses.

“Sheffield’s recent attitude towards
development outside the city centre has
been lamentable and the suburbs have
suffered. ABC has already evolved into a
regeneration vehicle for the East End of

“No-one mentioned
Don Valley or any of
the good stuff.

“We want to
change that.”

Sheffield as a whole, filling in the gap:
between the city centre anc
Meadowhall, that include Darnall over
Burngreave .

“This is Sheffield’s biggest singl
opportunity for growth and prosperity
Even in difficult times, the project make
sense.

Sport, leisure and retail are ke
elements of a project that promises ti
bring 10,000 people to live in the Ney
Attercliffe Urban Village.

“We aim to create a Sports Busines
park and a sport mile which wi
galvanize the lower don Valley and brin
in tourists,shoppers and investors an
hopefully act as a catalyst for Sheffield
involvement in the 2012 Olympics.

“ABC has a million and one ideas f¢
the concept. | am very proud of my ro
and, if given the right backing | know w
can help deliver what is needed. We cz
achieve all that is required by utilising tf
expertise that is available in.our city.

“Sheffield needs to be bold and bra
and this dream will come true.”

David Cross added: “This is the Liber
Democrats’ chance to put Sheffield ¢
the map.

“We don’t want to detract from the c
centre - we're just saying that here is
fantastic location for housing. If we bui
it right, then Attercliffe can be famol
again - as an example of sustainab

Cell blocks' blight on city

THE new Student Villages at miserable affairs with roads -
Fulwood and Endcliffe (Cell jammed with cars and

blocks U and X) have brought pavements crammed with

no value to Sheffield at all. people.

At a time when certain
areas of Sheffield would
benefit enormously from an
influx of students who can be
a real boost to deprived areas
and contribute to
regeneration, Sheffield
University has blighted the
landscape with what can best
be described as high rise
mobile offices, with lipstick.

Mavrmninaoc ara nratitr

My worst fears have been
realised about this project
since I first contacted the
university before the
demolition of the previous
village (that was awful too).

With millions to spend, Why
did the University Estates
Department not grasp the
opportunity to realise serious
land values at the time for
mality hanging in Fulwood

and then reinvest in
Upperthorpe, St Vincents and
Kelham Riverside, areas that
are beginning to prove to be
des-res for students and young
professionals.

The Upperthorpe area is
also ideally situated for the
university - and let’s be honest
the upkeep and general
appearance of most student
housing in Fulwood, Crookes
and Walkley is pretty grim.
Our forefathers would turn in
their graves at some houses
that franklv are being trashed.

The argument that foreign
students want to live in
Fulwood is a nonsense and the
university has misused public
funds to create a monstrous
addition to the already
saturated Fulwood district.

Much worse, they’ve missed
an opportunity to assist areas
of deprivation in their
recovery.

I will be writing to the
university again in 10 years
when they knock this lot down

David Siater, Hollow Meadows

No a ALY
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to the city centre is fantastic and
there are lots of fantastic additions
and positive changes for all
Sheffielders to enjoy and embrace.
But once again we have shot
ourselves in the foot by not getting
the job finished. :

Forget economic climate, this and
that we have had the NICE period
and Sheffield could’ve got it self
sorted, like so many other cities.

The initiated know that mistakes
and indecision (particularly in
planning ) have cost Sheffield dear.
- It is time to be brave and bold.

The Hammerson project could
take forever so may I offer a quick
win simple solution: no matter what
the cost...drop the Grosvenor Hotel
today!

This monstrosity has been a
blight on the cityscape for far too
long.

Along with the horrendous DFES

area around Cole Brothers could be
that much more pleasant.
Not too long ago the old Henrys

. bar was the epicentre of a cracking |
. streetscene. Look at it now!

By leaving the Grosvenor Hotel

. footprint space open and free of

further development the area would
be far less intimidating. With
quality landscaping (plants not
concrete) it is a fair bet that shops
would reopen. . -

Frankly we Sheffielders may not
be too concerned whether or not
Hammerson PLC can make the
numbers add up. John Lewis is a
decent building anyway and the
Pepper Pot Buildings could (and
should) stay: :

At Moorfoot we could have a lake,
and if Deutsche Bank can build the
new markets - hey presto, we have
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landscape with what can best be described
as High Rise Portakabins with Lipstick.
Mornings are pretty miserable affairs
with roads crammed with cars and pave-
ments crammed with people.
My worst fears have been realised about
this project since I first contacted the uni-
versity before the demolition of the previ-
ous village (that was awfil, too).
With millions to spend, why oh why did
the university estates department not grasp
the opportunity to realise serious land :
values at the time for quality housing in !
Fulwood and then reinvest in Upperthorpe, I
St Vincents and Kelham Riverside, areas
that are beginning to prove to be des res for
students and young professionals.
The Upperthorpe area is also ideally sit-
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Sun International

Badgemore House
Gravel Hill
Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9 4NR

' 30 January 2007 UK

Telephone +44 (0) 1491 419600
Fax +44 (0) 1491 575661

www.suninternational.com

David Slater
Rosary Cottage
Manchester Road
Hollow Meadows
Sheffield

S6 BGL

Dear David

I am writing to thank you most sincerely for the time, courtesy and support you have
shown me over the past few years as Sun International has worked to bring the UK'’s
first regional casino to Sheffield.

Having worked in partnership with the city region communities over the last four years |,
and the Sun International team, have grown to love the city and the people of Sheffield.
It is a huge disappointment that Sheffield has not been chosen.

Sheffield City Council submitted an extremely strong case, which highlighted the
immense regeneration and community benefits of developing a regional casino complex
in the city. Enormous credit must go to Clir Jan Wilson, Sir Bob Kerslake, their team and
the people of Sheffield for their efforts.

The Council’'s submission set out Sheffield’s ability to deliver regeneration and clear
measures to tackle any negative social impacts. As a responsible operator, we believe
Sun International’s industry expertise and knowledge of the Sheffield city region would
have placed us in an extremely strong position to develop a successful hotel and casino
complex in the Lower Don Valley that would benefit the area for many years to come.

We will now undertake a period of reflection before holding talks with our partners to
consider the way forward for Sun International in Sheffield. A regional casino in Sheffield
represented a fantastic opportunity for the city region to step forward with great
confidence onto the national and international stage. Let us hope this opportunity will
present itself again in the near future.

Yours sincerely

Neil ¢ Murphy
Director of Development

Sun International Leisure Services Limited
Company Registration No.4264921
Registered Office: Badgemore House, Gravel Hill, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 4NR
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Housing developers continue to look for sites near Sheffield
city centre - with-mived results. Peter Ky reports

&11m scheme ‘no-go’

Making the most
-of Burngreave

Upp From: David Slater

SPACES Sheffield -

An open letter to John Mothersole, Chief

Executive, Sheffield City Council

I HAVE recently been aware of several of

your Streetforce team in the Vicinity of

the Fiveways roundabout, Carlisle Street.
Despite their best efforts they are

simply trying in vain to stem the tide of

the enormous amount of fly tipping that

* has become prevalent in the district .

. The S€C-owned land on Fornsett

Street/Earsham Streett is currently in a
quite disgraceful mess.

_ We could argue all day about the merits
of BNDEC but clearly someone some-
where is missing a real clue.

There is a real opportunity to expand
upon what SPACES did with its recent
renovation of G4. The complex has proved
to be a success and has madé an impact on
the area. - . :

There is plenty of SCC-owned land that
is sat doing nothing and yet is perfect for
creating a business environment with a
community twist.

This would prove to be a tremendous
boon to the people of Burngreave, who
would be better exposed to employment -
opportunities and there is still enough land
to create a user friendly sustainable land-
'scape. There are many businesses that
would benefit from edge of city centre
premises. The Carlisle Street/Petre Street
district has always been a very successful
business corridor but once again Sheffield
somehow chooses to undervalue the
potential of business districts.

I have already spoken to Jackie Drayton
about the formation of the BBC
(Burngreave Business Community) and
have received encouraging messages of
support from businesses in the area.

I would welcome the opportunity of
discussing potential of Burngreave. I actu-
ally think that in its own way it is an even
more attractive proposition that
Attercliffe!

I have had a good walk round the dis-
trict and some of the local houses, build-
ings and particularly parks and public
domain are really quite staggeringly beau-
tiful.

The links into the Wicker and riverside
and the new Tesco offer real value, and we
have had all sorts of interest from compa-
nies looking at relocating to G4 and
asking for more information on develop-
ment opportunities .

Clearly if it is made user friendly ...
people will come!

DEVELOPERS are to appeal to the
Government after being “dumb-
founded” at councillors’ rejection of
an £11m housing scheme on a run-
down fringe of the city centre.

They are frustrated that local politi-
cians ignored the professional advice
of their officers over the scheme for
Upper Allen Street, which runs paral-
lel to Netherthorpe Road.

The £11m investment would help
revive the fortunes of a largely indus-
trial area blighted by dereliction, van-
dalism and prostitution, they claim.

Developers AQH, of Ripponden in
North Yorkshire, are now appealing to
the Government to overturn the deci-
sion in the hope of securing permis-

buildings at the corner of Upper Allen
Street and Brocco Street.

Councillors decided that the pro-
posed six and seven storey building
would look out of character with its
surroundings, describing some of the
aspects as “monotonous”.

They have recently adopted new
guidelines for development in the so-
called St Vincent’s Quarter and ruled
that the application fell short of the
standards. »

A spokesman for AQH of
Ripponden said the verdict came after
18 months of preparations and negoti-
ations and nine planning meetings
with the council.

Initial proposals for student flats

modation to fit in with the council’s
ambitions for the St Vincent’s
Quarter.

The authority’s officers, who rec-
ommended approval subject to condi-
tions, had been “absolutely first
class”, he said. Consequently, he was
“dumbfounded” at the response of
councillors.

But Sheffield would not miss out on
the investment. “It will go to appeal
and we’ll win.””

At the same time, the company is
preparing to submit a revised applica-
tion in the hope of persuading council-
lors to change their minds, which
would avoid the need for an appeal.

“We want this back on track as

sion for 134 flats, replacing industrial

“University ‘ice cube’

just leaves me cold

David Slater

WOW, Sheffield University know how to
splash the cash. o

No recession at Brook Hill when you
can spend £80m on a Giant Ice Cube - 1t
certainly sends me cold .

An engineering campus absolutely yes
and well done but com~an, £30 million?

And it’s really ugly. .

Somehow they have got it through the
planners too who have once again al-
lowed another piece of our architectural
history and a piece of Sheffield DNA to
end up as rubble. ;

The beautiful old dignified Jessops

Hospital is about to become history and

Sheffield people will be forced to watch it
disappear and take our medicine.

The argument that the engineering
complex needs to be on that snecific
site is also nonsense, nearly as barmy as
building a student village in Ranmoor.

As Howard Greaves points out (Sept
20th) there are plenty of sites available
(not least down the hill in Upperthorpc;/
Shalesmoor that are crying out for this
kind of catalyst for regeneration ).

had been changed to private accom-

soon as possible,” said the spokesman.
T 5

Write to the Editor, Sheffield Telegraph, Yc

Flats on the
fringe debate

MR Duniec’s willingness to express, SO pas-
sionately, such pertinent opinion is
admirable. The last two headline letters
regarding the future of the Scotland Street
and West Bar area have proved that there
are still people in Sheffield, particularly
architects and developers, who are prepared
to think outside the box.

My own company relocated to the Lower
Don Valley from Upper Allen Street in 1995.
Since our move we have quadrupled
turnover, profit and staff numbers, and we are
proud to welcome local, national and interna-
tional visitors to our purpose-built site.

‘When I decided to move I couldn’t really
afford it, but I know that image is every-
thing in today’s business world and I would
not have survived in the working conditions
we were in.

The Upper Allen Street building was up

~ for sale at a very cheap price for four years,

with no takers. For a further two years we
had small business tenants, most of whom
worked valiantly to pay a meagre rent, usu-
ally three to six months in arrears. Then in
1999 I asked an architect friend to take a
look at the area with a view to a residential
scheme on my land. On completion of the
drawings I immediately struck up a deal
with a dynamic developer with a proven
local track record.

It is two years since I agreed a price for
my land and I am still waiting to complete
the deal. The planning authority persist in
quoting the UDP to developers, instead of
getting on with the job of regeneration of
the worst industrial wasteland you could
ever have the misfortune to work in. I know,
T’ve done it. ‘

Give the businesses of the area a chance
to prosper by realising their asset, and
moving to more suitable parts of Sheffield,
and, in the words of my architect friend,
“Create a terrific Inner Ring Road settle-

= mient.”

David Slater. MD Slater Printing Ltd. S9
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Scheme for EastEnders by the
- waterside is ke

LONG-RUNNING plans to create a waterside
- community in Attercliffe are being pushed for-
. ward.
Councillors decided this week to press
' ahead with the project for up to 400 homes
, and commercial units on semi-derelict land
 fronting the canal, despite the uncertain eco-
» nomic climate. ; ,
They see the scheme as an important part
* of the regeneration strategy for Attercliffe and
are looking to use Government funds that have
been set aside to reclaim land for housing.
The authority is working with British Wa-

TELEGRAPH NEWS

terways and land owners the Duke of Norfolk
Estate to put together a 20-acre parcel of land

 for redevelopment.

- Cabinet members yesterday agreed the latest
property purchase.

Hopes of making the East End an attractive
place to live — decades after a slum clearance
programme — have been in the air for years
now that the dirty, heavy industry has gone.

Consultants have recently been appointed to
prepare an action plan for the centre of Atter-
cliffe that examines the future of key buildings
and sites and looks at ways of tackling traffic

pt afloat

- tion,” says a council report.

congestion in the short, medium and long term.
“Whilst it has a slightly rundown feel to it, the
Attercliffe local centre is still a busy commer-
cial area with a number of specialist shops and
an active group of local businesses who have
come together as Attercliffe Business Connec-

The Attercliffe Waterside project is seen as
“an opportunity to transform this area from its
currently party vacant semi-derelict condition
into an'attractive mixed use development”.

Improvements are planned to the canal
alongside new landscaping. :

Afairpoint.
= INCIDENTALLY, the club’s
_owner Barry Calvertalso

 emails in - to say he liked the

. piece.

““Keep up the good work” |

_he writes. “And you know
 where to come if you wanta
good nightout” =
~ Yes.The Leadmill.

New gateway
the nght move

ST people want to live in
nice house in a nice area.
t is not unreasonable to
assume that, as most of us spend
about eight hours a day at work,
we would also be happier working
in a nice office or factory in a nice
business district.

The business community has a
duty to make its surroundings as
pleasant as possible but there is a
massive responsibility for local
and national government to do the
same, in order to enable business
to prosper and attract more invest-
ment to the city,

Ten years ago, a small group of
business people got together to
promote the regeneration of part
of central Sheffield that had
become, possibly, Sheffield’s most

neglected district, the St Vincent’s

and Upper Allen Street area.

The group was made up of prop-
erty developers, agents and others
who had realised that Sheffield
University’s growth, combined
with the development of inner city;
medium rise apartments, could
assist regeneration and create a
vibrant mixed use district.

It took an enormous amount of
time, effort and money to convince

By David Slater

Managing Director of SPACES
Sheffield and @ member of the
Attercliffe Business Connection

planners to effectively change
zoning from industrial to residen-
tial, mixed use, but, when the proj-
ect is completed, the St Vincent
area will be totally transformed.

Lessons were learned, so when
our team contacted the council
with our next project — the regen-
eration of the Attercliffe gateway,
running from Meadowhall to the
Wicker —I was pleased to get a pos-
itive response.

Attercliffe is arguably more neg-
lected than St Vincent’s, but has
even more potential.

Stakeholders have worked for
eight years, under the umbrella of
the Attercliffe Business

"

[

Connection, to create a vision for a
mixed use district that will pro-
vide a welcome for everyone trav- {
elling to Sheffield, through its
second busiest gateway:

We have worked very closely
with city council chief executive
John Mothersole and his city
development team since 2001 and
last June we held a summit, hosted
by Attercliffe MP Clive Betts, to
discuss what could be done to
create ‘A Thriving Attercliffe.’

The council is about to
announce an action plan.

Hopefully, the plan will be
approved by councillors in the
spring, paving the way for the cre-
ation of ‘The Best Urban Village in
Britain.’

Attercliffe already boasts a
Sport Corridor, and to that will be
added housing, offices, shops,
infrastructure of the highest qual-
ity, with links to Meadowhall, the
M1 and Sheffield city centre, and a
cleaner; greener public domain.

When that happens, people will
want to live in Sheffield’s East End
again — an East End that offers the
right conditions for business, com-
merce and industry and provides a
magnificent welcome to the city.



s

CcUS ON
Lm‘mw

ex trade, r

oods traffi

ip develop
Busines

rogresson &
il's 10-yea
ion Plan,
1as stalled.

 Attercliffe:LaChambre.

project’s transformatlve

_potentlal

Speaking at the Eng-

lish Institute of Sport, he
. said the combined work of

Sheffield’s two universities

_ andtheteaching hospltals
| andchildren'shospital
 wasdriving development »

forward.
“Inthe nex
wewill seea dra

said. “The school - Oa—
sis Academy Don Valley

_~isopen,and we’ll have

nt tram and buslinks, free p rkin

‘

st been

cwith ‘re
t he does
ic }of Atter

snobber-

would quite happily
Attercliffe.
itdown here.”
drew, known as
,may not want tolose

“Ifyoulook nearby
ere’s nothin’g‘ fap: almcist

elham Island which

Idon’t

al Shef-
seethe
'cliffe.\ -

Nltq

lUC'

ee

ng, and that does
adifference. And

decline.

. Mr Cabdrri sa

Atterchﬁ’e inord

flourishence mo

Land Values wi

he sai

dowit
tuteof



